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The benefits of mathemateics and science courses in high
school were studied using information from the High School
and Beyond data set, a study that began with more than
30,000 high school sophomores in 1980. The analysis
focuses on approximately 7,000 students who finished their
schooling by 1988 and for whom there were valid test scores, transcripts, and data from the 12-year followup
survey. Findings provide no direct evidence that taking mathematics and science courses affects earnings.
Analysis results do show some indirect effects, in that there is evidence that taking relevant courses improves
later skills as measured by test scores. Recent evidence from other sources suggests that skills are an
increasingly important determinant of earnings. Mathmatics skills do have an effect on learning, and high
school courses do have an effect on mathematics skills. (Virginia Journal of Social Policy and the Law
6(1), November 1998.)

Other Publications by the Authors
Duncan Chaplin 

Usage and reprints: Most publications may be downloaded free of charge from the web site and may be used and copies
made for research, academic, policy or other non-commercial purposes. Proper attribution is required. Posting UI research
papers on other websites is permitted subject to prior approval from the Urban Institute—contact publicaffairs@urban.org.

If you are unable to access or print the PDF document please contact us or call the Publications Office at (202) 261-5687.

Disclaimer: The nonpartisan Urban Institute publishes studies, reports, and books on timely topics worthy of public
consideration. The views expressed are those of the authors and should not be attributed to the Urban Institute, its
trustees, or its funders. Copyright of the written materials contained within the Urban Institute website is owned or
controlled by the Urban Institute. 

Document date: November 01, 1998
Released online: November 01, 1998

Source: The Urban Institute, © 2012 | http://www.urban.org 

http://webarchive.urban.org/index.cfm
http://webarchive.urban.org/index.cfm
http://www.urban.org/DuncanChaplin
http://www.urban.org/DuncanChaplin
mailto:publicaffairs@urban.org
http://www.urban.org/about/contact.cfm

