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To provide benchmarks for evaluating the costs of alternative proposals to provide insurance coverage for the
uninsured, this study presents two sets of cost estimates derived from medical spending patterns of lower- or
middle-income people with private insurance plans and those of people with public insurance coverage during
1996–1998. The analysis suggests that the uninsured would use $33.9–$68.7 billion (in 2001 dollars) in
additional medical care if they were fully insured. An increase in medical spending of this range would
increase total health care spending by 3–6 percent and would raise health care's share of GDP by less than
one percentage point.

A webcast of the briefing is available at http://www.kaisernetwork.org/healthcast/kff/04jun03. The
Web-exclusive report is available on the Health Affairs web site at
http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/hlthaff.w3.250v1

The briefing, co-sponsored by the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured and Health Affairs, will
release the web-exclusive article, "Covering The Uninsured: How Much Would It Cost?" The article is based on
work from the ongoing Commission project, The Cost of Not Covering the Uninsured.
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