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Abstract: With single mothers as the primary beneficiaries
of welfare and roughly 20% of working-age welfare
recipients living in rural areas, an important research
question is whether the employment responsiveness of
single mothers differs in rural and urban areas. Using
nationally representative CPS data, we analyze the relationship between rural-urban locations, changing
welfare policies, and the employment of single mothers. Contrary to earlier evidence, we find that welfare
reform is playing a major role in raising the employment rates of single mothers, and the gains are
approximately as high in rural as in urban areas.

The full text of this report is available online on the Joint Center for Poverty Research web site.
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