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Abstract
This series examines youth vulnerability and risk-taking
behaviors on several outcomes for young adults, using the
National Longitudinal Survey of Youth, 1997 cohort. Notable
results suggest youth follow one of four patterns in
connecting to the labor market and school in the transition
to adulthood: consistently-connected, later-connected, initially-connected, or never-connected. Second
generation Latinos make a fairly smooth transition to young adulthood, but are less likely to engage in
post-secondary schooling than whites. Youth from low-income families, distressed neighborhoods, and youth
with poor mental health engage in relatively high levels of some adolescent risk behaviors and have relatively
lower earnings and levels of connectedness in early adulthood. 

Multiple Pathways Connecting to School and Work

Second-Generation Latinos Connecting to School and Work

Youth from Distressed Neighborhoods

Youth from Low-Income Families

Young Men and Young Women

Youth with Depression/Anxiety

Part of the Vulnerable Youth and the Transition to Adulthood Factsheet series
Low-Income African American Youth

Youth from Low-Income Working Families

Other Publications by the Authors
Jennifer Ehrle Macomber 
Mike Pergamit 
Tracy Vericker 
Daniel Kuehn 
Marla McDaniel 
Erica H. Zielewski 
Adam Kent 
Heidi Johnson 

Usage and reprints: Most publications may be downloaded free of charge from the web site and may be used and copies
made for research, academic, policy or other non-commercial purposes. Proper attribution is required. Posting UI research
papers on other websites is permitted subject to prior approval from the Urban Institute—contact publicaffairs@urban.org.

If you are unable to access or print the PDF document please contact us or call the Publications Office at (202) 261-5687.

Disclaimer: The nonpartisan Urban Institute publishes studies, reports, and books on timely topics worthy of public
consideration. The views expressed are those of the authors and should not be attributed to the Urban Institute, its
trustees, or its funders. Copyright of the written materials contained within the Urban Institute website is owned or
controlled by the Urban Institute. 

Document date: August 19, 2009
Released online: August 27, 2009

Source: The Urban Institute, © 2012 | http://www.urban.org 

http://www.urban.org/index.cfm
http://www.urban.org/JenniferEhrleMacomber
http://www.urban.org/MikePergamit
http://www.urban.org/TracyVericker
http://www.urban.org/DanielKuehn
http://www.urban.org/MarlaMcDaniel
http://www.urban.org/EricaHZielewski
http://www.urban.org/EricaHZielewski
http://www.urban.org/AdamKent
http://www.urban.org/HeidiJohnson
http://www.urban.org/uploadedpdf/411948_multiple_pathways.pdf
http://www.urban.org/uploadedpdf/411948_second_generation_latinos.pdf
http://www.urban.org/uploadedpdf/411948_distressed_neighborhoods.pdf
http://www.urban.org/uploadedpdf/411948_low_income_familes.pdf
http://www.urban.org/uploadedpdf/411948_young_men_and_women.pdf
http://www.urban.org/uploadedpdf/411948_depression_anxiety.pdf
http://www.urban.org/uploadedpdf/411949_african_american_youth.pdf
http://www.urban.org/uploadedpdf/411949_youth_from_LIWF.pdf
http://www.urban.org/JenniferEhrleMacomber
http://www.urban.org/MikePergamit
http://www.urban.org/TracyVericker
http://www.urban.org/DanielKuehn
http://www.urban.org/MarlaMcDaniel
http://www.urban.org/EricaHZielewski
http://www.urban.org/AdamKent
http://www.urban.org/HeidiJohnson
mailto:publicaffairs@urban.org
http://www.urban.org/about/contact.cfm



