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EDUCATION 
 

1990 M.A., Demography, University of Pennsylvania 

 

1986 B.Sc., Mathematics, McGill University 

 

 

CAREER BRIEF 
 

Laudan (Laudy) Aron is a Senior Fellow the Urban Institute’s Center on Labor, Human Services, 

and Population and also co-directs Urban’s cross-center initiative on the Social Determinants of 

Health. She has over 25 years of professional experience conducting and managing research and 

policy analysis on a wide range of social welfare issues relating to vulnerable populations, 

including: health, behavioral health, and disability; housing and homelessness; child welfare and 

at-risk youth; education and training, special education, and alternative education for vulnerable 

youth; and family violence, intimate partner violence, and human trafficking.  

 

Her work has involved conceptualizing, implementing, and disseminating both qualitative and 

quantitative research that is designed to be of greatest use to policymakers, program officials, 

and other interested stakeholders. Drawing on diverse research methods, she has conducted 

national program evaluations, field research, survey designs, data analyses, and reviews of the 

literature for many foundations and federal agencies, including the Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation, the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, the National Council on Disability, the Social 

Security Administration, the National Institutes of Health, and the U.S. Departments of Health 

and Human Services, Education, Labor, Justice, and Housing and Urban Development. 

  

Laudy has been with the Urban Institute since 1992. In 2007 she was recruited by the National 

Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) to lead a major evaluation of publicly-funded mental health 

services, and in 2009 she joined the Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education 

(DBASSE) at the National Academy of Sciences where she directed several high-profile studies, 

including a study of District of Columbia public schools (for the city of Washington, DC) and a 

cross-national study of health in high-income countries (for the Office of Behavioral and Social 

Science Research at the National Institutes of Health). She returned to the Urban Institute in late 

2012. In 2013 she was appointed to the first Board of Visitors of Howard University’s School of 

Education. She holds degrees in Mathematics (BSc) from McGill University and Demography 

(MA) from the University of Pennsylvania and is fluent in French and Farsi. 
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PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND 
 

2014 -  Senior Fellow, Center on Labor, Human Services and Population, The Urban 

Institute, Washington, DC (www.urban.org) 

 

2012 - 2013 Senior Research Associate, Center on Labor, Human Services and Population, 

The Urban Institute, Washington, DC (www.urban.org) 

 

2009 - 2012 Senior Program Officer and Study Director, Division of Behavioral and Social 

Sciences and Education, The National Academies (www.nas.edu) 

 

2007 - 2009 Director of Policy Research, National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), 

Arlington, VA (www.nami.org) 

 

1992 - 2007 Senior Research Associate, Center on Labor, Human Services and Population, 

The Urban Institute, Washington, DC (www.urban.org) 

 

1988– 1992 Senior Associate, Economic Analysis & Evaluation Practice Area, 

  Lewin/ICF (now The Lewin Group), Falls Church, VA (www.lewin.com) 

 

 

BOOKS 
 

U.S. Health in International Perspective: Shorter Lives, Poorer Health, (Steven Woolf and 

Laudan Aron, Eds.), Panel on Understanding Cross-National Health Differences Among 

High-Income Countries, Committee on Population, Division of Behavioral and Social 

Sciences and Education, and Board on Population Health and Public Health Practice, Institute 

of Medicine, The National Academies Press: Washington, DC, 2013. 

 

A Plan for Evaluating the District of Columbia’s Public Schools: From Impressions to Evidence, 

with the Committee on the Independent Evaluation of DC Public Schools, National Research 

Council, The National Academies Press: Washington, DC, 2011. 

 

Grading the States:  A Report on America’s Health Care System for Adults with Serious Mental 

Illness, with R. Honberg et al., National Alliance on Mental Illness:  Arlington, VA, 2009. 

 

Meeting the Needs of Children with Disabilities, with Pamela Loprest, The Urban Institute Press, 

Washington, DC, 2007.   

 

Helping America’s Homeless:  Emergency Shelter or Affordable Housing?, with Martha R. Burt 

and Edgar Lee, The Urban Institute Press, Washington, DC, 2001. 

http://www.urban.org/
http://www.urban.org/
http://www.nas.edu/
http://www.nami.org/
http://www.urban.org/
http://www.lewin.com/
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Serving Children with Disabilities:  A Systematic Look at the Programs, with Pamela J. Loprest 

and C. Eugene Steuerle, The Urban Institute Press, Washington, DC, 1996. 

 

 

ARTICLES & BOOK CHAPTERS  

 
Why is the Rich US in Such Poor Health, Opinion Piece for The New Scientist (July 15, 2013) 

and also reproduced in Slate (July 21, 2013). 

 

The US Health Disadvantage Relative to Other High-Income Countries: Findings from a 

National Research Council/Institute of Medicine Report, with SH Woolf, JAMA, 2013. 
 

Disability and the Education System, with Pamela Loprest, Chapter 4 in Janet Currie and Robert 

Kahn (eds.) Children with Disabilities, The Future of Children, Princeton/Brookings, Spring 

2012. 

 

Alternative Schooling in the USA, Chapter 2 in Kitty te Rielei (ed.) Making Schools Different: 

Alternative Approaches to Educating Young People, Sage, London, 2009  

 

Homelessness in Rural America, in D. Levinson & M. Ross (eds.), Homelessness Handbook (pp. 

43-51), Berkshire Publishing Group, 2007.  

 

Rural Homelessness in the United States, Chapter 2 in Paul Milbourne and Paul Cloke (eds.) 

International Perspectives on Rural Homelessness, Routledge, 2006. 

 

Something Borrowed, Something (Black and) Blue, Opinion Column, The Salt Lake Tribune, 

July 25, 2006. 

 

Rural Homelessness, Encyclopedia of Homelessness, Sage Publications, 2004. 

 

How Much Private Health Insurance Can Custodial Mothers Provide? Child Support Quarterly, 

Vol. 41, No. 12, Spring/Summer 2003. 

 

Disability Law and Juvenile Justice, Opinion Column, United Press International, with Daniel P. 

Mears, May 22, 2003. 

 

Encouraging Mortgage Lending in Underserved Areas: The Potential for Expanding 

Homeownership in the U.S., with George Galster and William Reeder, Housing Studies, Vol. 

14, No. 6, November 1999. 

 

The S.T.O.P. Violence Against Women Grants: Program Implementation and Initial Funding 
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Strategies, with Lisa Newmark, Criminal Justice Policy Review, pp. 233-259, Vol. 9, No. 2, 

June 1998. 

 

Efforts by Child Protective Service Agencies to Address Domestic Violence, with Krista K. 

Olson, Public Welfare, pp. 4-13, Summer 1997. 

 

Rural Homelessness: A Synopsis, with Janet M. Fitchen, Chapter 7 in Jim Baumohl (ed.), 

Homelessness in America, Oryx Press, Phoenix, AZ, 1996. 

 

Theories of Declining Mortality and the African Situation, translation of an article in French by 

Jacques Vallin, pp.405-436 in Etienne van de Walle, Gilles Pison, and Daniel Sala Diakanda 

(eds.), Mortality and Society in Sub-Saharan Africa, Oxford University Press, 1992. 

 

 

OTHER SELECTED REPORTS & PAPERS 
 

Discrimination against Families in the Rental Housing Market – Pilot Study Findings, with 

Claudia Aranda et al., Draft Report to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development, Washington, DC, August 2014. 

 

Schizophrenia: Public Attitudes, Personal Needs, Views from People Living with Schizophrenia, 

Caregivers, and the General Public, with Katrina Gay and Ken Duckworth, et al., National 

Alliance on Mental Illness, Arlington, VA, June 2008.  

 

Evaluation of Comprehensive Services for Victims of Human Trafficking: Key Findings and 

Lessons Learned, with J. Zweig, L. Newmark, and Caliber Associates, Final Report to the 

National Institute of Justice, U.S. Department of Justice, June 2007. 

 

Ending Homelessness in Santa Monica: Current Efforts and Recommended Next Steps, Final 

Report Evaluation of Santa Monica’s Continuum of Care and Strategic Five-Year Plan for 

the City of Santa Monica, with Martha Burt, December 2006.  

 

Using the Internet to Provide Ethnic and Culturally Diverse Populations with High-Quality Child 

Support Information: The Case of The Beehive, with Rosa Maria Castañeda, Robin Koralek, 

and the One Economy Corporation, Report for the Office of Child Support Enforcement 

(OCSE), U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, February 2006. 

 

An Overview of Alternative Education, Report to the U.S. Department of Labor, Employment 

and Training Administration, January 2006. 

 

The New Frontier: Neuroscience Advancements and Their Impact on Nonprofit Behavioral 

Health Care Providers, with Carl Zimmer, Report to the Alliance for Children and 
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Families for the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 2005. 

 

Study to Assess Funding, Accountability, and One-Stop Delivery Systems In Adult Education, 

Volume I: Final Synthesis Report, with Nancy Pindus et al. for the U.S. Department of 

Education, Policy and Program Studies Service, November 2005. 

 

Study to Assess Funding, Accountability, and One-Stop Delivery Systems In Adult Education, 

Volume II: Detailed Methods and Findings, with Nancy Pindus et al. for the U.S. Department 

of Education, Policy and Program Studies Service, November 2005. 

 

Programs Serving Children with Disabilities in Alexandria, Virginia: System Linkages and 

Challenges, with Pamela Loprest, Report to the U.S. Social Security Administration, 

September 2005. 

 

Recommendations to the Social Security Administration on the Design of the Mental Health 

Treatment Study (MHTS), with Martha Burt and David Wittenburg, Report to the U.S. 

Social Security Administration, February 2005. 

 

Promoting Satisfactory Work Experiences Among DI/SSI Beneficiaries with Serious Mental 

Illness, with Martha R. Burt, Report to the Ticket to Work and Work Incentives Advisory 

Panel, U.S. Social Security Administration, September 10, 2003. 

 

Educational Alternatives for Vulnerable Youth: Student Needs, Program Types, and Research 

Directions with Janine M. Zweig, for the C.S. Mott Foundation, November 2003. 

 

Addressing the Needs of Youth with Disabilities in the Juvenile Justice System: The Current 

Status of Evidence-Based Research, with Daniel P. Mears, for the National Council on 

Disability, May 2003. 

 

Continuation-of-Pay (COP) Telephonic Case Management (TCM) at the U.S. Department of 

Labor, with Nancy Pindus, Kelly Mikelson, and Emily Rosenberg, for the Employment and 

Training Administration, U.S. Department of Labor, February 2003. 

 

Health Care Coverage Among Child Support-Eligible Children, for the Office of the Assistant 

Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 

Washington, DC, December 2002. 

 

The 1996 National Survey of Homeless Assistance Providers and Clients:  A Comparison of 

Faith-Based and Secular Non-Profit Programs, with Patrick T. Sharkey, for the Office of the 

Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services, Washington, DC, March 2002. 
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Youth in 2010: Trends and Policy Implications, with Robert Lerman and Stephanie Riegg, for 

the Employment and Training Administration, U.S. Department of Labor, Washington, DC, 

July 2000. 

 

Homelessness:  Programs and the People They Serve, Findings of the National Survey of 

Homeless Assistance Providers and Clients, with Martha Burt et al. for the Interagency 

Council on the Homeless, Washington, DC, December 1999. 

 

Income Support and Social Services for Low-Income People in New York, with Susan Riedinger 

et al., Assessing the New Federalism, The Urban Institute, Washington, DC, July 1998. 

 

A Research Methodology for Estimating the Costs of Family Violence in Maryland, with Adele 

Harrell and Shelli Rossman for the Maryland Alliance Against Family Violence, Baltimore, 

MD, October 1997. 

 

Evaluation Guidebook for Projects Funded by STOP Formula Grants Under the Violence 

Against Women Act, with Martha R. Burt et al., for the National Institute of Justice, 

Washington, DC, September 1997. 

 

1997 Annual Report:  Evaluation of the STOP Formula Grants Under the Violence Against 

Women Act of 1994, with Martha R. Burt et al., Report to Congress, National Institute of 

Justice, Washington, DC, March 1997. 

 

Efforts by Child Protective Service Agencies to Address Domestic Violence:  The Experiences 

of Five Communities, with Krista K. Olson for the Office of the Assistant Secretary for 

Planning and Evaluation, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, DC, 

March 1997.   Presented at the Fifth International Family Violence Research Conference, 

University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire, June 29-July 2, 1997.  

 

Analysis of the Attitudes Related to the Residential Desegregation of Public Housing in 

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania: Sanders, et al. V. HUD et al., with George Galster et al. for 

the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Washington, DC, September 1996. 

 

Estimating the Number, Characteristics, and Risk Profile of Potential Homebuyers, with George 

Galster, Peter Tatian, and Keith Watson for the Office of Policy Development and Research, 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Washington, DC, March 1996. 

 

Training of Direct Care Workers in U.S. Family Planning Clinics, with Martha R. Burt, The 

Urban Institute, Washington, DC, January 1996. 
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Redesigning America's Labor Market Information System (ALMIS):  Findings from Six Focus 

Groups, with John Trutko, Burt Barnow, and Kellie Isbell for the Employment and Training 

Administration, U.S. Department of Labor, Washington, DC, 1996. 

 

Factors Affecting the Services Provided by Family Planning Clinic Staff, with Martha R. Burt, 

The Urban Institute, Washington, DC, November 1995. 

 

Incumbent Workers' Views about Lifelong Learning: Findings from Baltimore-area Focus 

Groups, with Demetra Smith Nightingale for the Employment and Training Administration, 

U.S. Department of Labor, Washington, DC, October 1995. 

 

Child Support Payment Patterns Among AFDC Mothers in Massachusetts and Implications for 

TRIM2, with Linda D. Giannarelli for the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and 

Evaluation, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, DC, April 1995. 

 

United States Policies to Promote Employment, with Demetra Smith Nightingale and Burt S. 

Barnow for the Employment and Training Administration, U.S. Department of Labor, 

Washington, DC, March 1995. 

 

Evaluation of New York City's Class of 1992 'I Have a Dream' Program, with Burt S. Barnow, 

for the New York City I Have a Dream Foundation, New York, NY, November 1994. 

 

The Homeless in the 1990 Decennial Census: Description of Persons Found in Emergency, 

Runaway Youth, and Battered Women's Shelters, Visible in the Streets, and in Other Selected 

Group Quarters, with Martha R. Burt, Duncan D. Chaplin, and Shannon E. Cavanagh, for the 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Washington, DC, June 1994. 

 

Rural Homelessness: A Review of Recent Data, with Martha R. Burt, for the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development, Washington, DC, March 1994. 

 

Family Planning Clinics: Current Status and Recent Changes in Services, Clients, Staffing, and 

Income Sources, with Martha R. Burt and Lori R. Schack, for the Kaiser Family Foundation, 

March 1994. 

 

Low Income Children's Nutritional Needs and Participation in USDA's Food Assistance 

Programs, with Leighton Ku et al., for the Food and Nutrition Service, U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, Washington, DC, September 1993. 

 

Assessment of the Rent/Mortgage/Utility Assistance Component of the Emergency Food and 

Shelter Program (EFSP), with Martha R. Burt, for the National Board of the Emergency Food 

and Shelter Program, Alexandria, VA, March 1993. 
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An Analysis of the Federal and State Roles in the Immunization of Preschool Children, with 

Dana K. Kelley, Burt S. Barnow, and William A. Gold, for the Office of the Assistant 

Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 

Washington, DC, January 1993. 

 

The Effects of Extending Periodic Review and Adjustment to All Child Support Cases, with Burt 

S. Barnow and Daniel Mendelson for the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and 

Evaluation, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, DC, December 

1992. 

 

Background Paper:  Project Network Baseline Survey, Lewin-ICF, for the Office of the Assistant 

Secretary for Planning and Evaluation and the Social Security Administration, U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, DC, January 1992. 

 

Four Years of Investment, A Lifetime of Returns: College as an Investment for Black Youth, 

with Burt S. Barnow, Dhiren Patel, Abhay Pande, and Michael Barth for the Commonwealth 

Fund, New York, N.Y., February 1991. 

 

Estimates of Expenditures on Children and Child Support Guidelines, with Laurie Bassi, Burt 

Barnow, and Abhay Pande for the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and 

Evaluation, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, DC, October 1990. 

 

The Diverse Populations in Need of Employment and Training Services, with Stacey Anderson, 

Burt S. Barnow, and John Sheils for the National Commission for Employment Policy, 

Washington, DC, June 1990. 

 

Paternity Establishment Among Never-Married Mothers: Estimates from the 1988 Current 

Population Survey Alimony and Child Support Supplement, with Burt S. Barnow and 

William McNaught for the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, DC, November 1989. 

 

Survey of Government-Provided Training Programs, with Burt S. Barnow, in Investing in 

People: A Strategy to Address America's Workforce Crisis, Background Papers, Volume II, 

Commission on Workforce Quality and Labor Market Efficiency, U.S. Department of Labor, 

Washington, DC, September 1989. 

 

Trends in Retirement and Labor Force Participation Among the Older Population, for the 

Commonwealth Fund, New York, N.Y., February 1989. 

 

Modeling the Costs to Society of HIV-Related Discrimination, Lewin-ICF Report to the Office 

of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services, Washington, DC, January 1989. 
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The Impact on Family Incomes of Alternative Cost of Living Adjustments to Federal Retirement 

Benefits, with Joseph Anderson and John Sheils for the American Association of Retired 

Persons, Washington, DC, January 1989. 


