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In this brief, we provide first-of-its-kind data on exposure to and worries about immigration enforcement for both 

immigrant and nonimmigrant families. In 2025, the federal government expanded immigration enforcement in 

unprecedented ways to meet its mass deportation goals.1 These efforts have included removal of protections for 

sensitive locations like schools and child care facilities where immigration enforcement had previously been 

prohibited, enhanced coordination and data sharing between the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and 

other federal agencies, increased cooperation between immigration authorities and state and local police, and 

expansion of detention capacity, which have led to rapid deportations and concerns about due process (Chishti, 

Bush-Joseph, and Putzel-Kavanaugh 2026; Chishti and Putzel-Kavanaugh 2025; Ruiz Soto 2025). Although 

operations involving surges of federal agents in cities like Los Angeles, Chicago, and Minneapolis have been most 

visible and elicited public concern, DHS data show that immigration arrests have taken place in all states,2 and 

increasingly include people with no criminal convictions (Blair and Hausman 2026). Emerging evidence has 

documented the impacts of new enforcement practices on immigrant families and communities, including negative 

effects on children’s well-being (Gonzalez et al. 2026; Haley et al. 2026; Kocher 2025; Rogers et al. 2025; 

Schumacher et al. 2025). Nonimmigrant community members have also felt the effects of enforcement activities and 

joined in efforts to protect neighbors and protest actions (NORC 2025; RAPID Survey Project 2026).3  

We use data from the Urban Institute’s Well-Being and Basic Needs Survey (WBNS), a nationally representative 

survey of adults (box 1). We examine awareness of local immigration enforcement activity and concern about being 

approached by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) or other immigration authorities for adults in 

immigrant families, in which one or more people living in the household were born outside the US, as well as for 

adults in nonimmigrant families, in which all household family members were born in the US. We assess differences 

by race/ethnicity, citizenship/immigration status of family members living in the household (box 2),4 and awareness 

of local ICE or other immigration enforcement activity, and compare deportation concerns for immigrant families in 

2025 with earlier years. These data were collected in December 2025, almost a year into the current administration 

and before the high-profile campaign and fatal shootings in Minneapolis.5 We find that immigration enforcement 

efforts affected people across the country regardless of citizenship or immigration status, particularly people of 

color.6  

Both Immigrant and Nonimmigrant Families Reported Immigration Enforcement Activity in 
Their Local Areas  

More than 1 in 5 adults in all families (21 percent) were aware of an ICE raid or other immigration enforcement 

activity that had taken place in 2025 in their area (i.e., where they live, work, shop, or regularly go). This was 

reported by nearly 1 in 5 adults in nonimmigrant families (19 percent), and nearly one-third of adults in immigrant 
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families (31 percent) (figure 1). Just over half of all adults (53 percent) reported no local ICE activity, and 25 percent 

did not know whether such activities had taken place in their communities. Although reported ICE activity was 

highest in the Western Census region7 and in urban areas, people in rural areas and all regions of the country 

reported immigration enforcement activity in their communities (data not shown).8 

FIGURE 1 

More than 1 in 5 Adults Reported Immigration Enforcement Activities Had Taken Place in 
Their Communities in 2025 
As far as you know, have there been any ICE raids or other immigration enforcement activity where you live, work, go 

shopping, or regularly go in the past 12 months? 

 

URBAN INSTITU TE  

Source: Well-Being and Basic Needs Survey, December 2025.  

Notes: ICE = Immigration and Customs Enforcement. The sample for this figure is adults ages 18 and older. Estimates may not sum to 100 due to 

rounding and omission of the 0.5 percent of adults who did not respond to the question about awareness of local enforcement activities.  

*/**/*** Estimate differs significantly from adults in nonimmigrant families at the 0.10/0.05/0.01 level, using two-tailed tests. The measure of local 

ICE activity is self-reported and reflects respondents’ awareness of any type of local immigration enforcement activities. 

The measure of local ICE activity is self-reported and reflects a respondent’s awareness of local enforcement 

activities, which may or may not be visible to or perceived by respondents.9 Awareness of enforcement activity does 

not necessarily mean that their locality has been targeted for a high-profile operation and could include a variety of 

activities such as traffic stops, arrests at homes, or raids at worksites or other community spaces. 

BOX 1  

2025 WELL-BEING AND BASIC NEEDS SURVEY 

The WBNS is a nationally representative, annual survey of adults that monitors individual and family well-being in 
the context of a changing safety net. Launched by the Urban Institute in December 2017, the WBNS provides timely 
information on the challenges that households face in meeting basic needs such as food, housing, and health care.  

More than 10,000 adults ages 18 and older participated in the December 2025 round of the survey, which they 
could complete online in English or Spanish. Participants were sampled from the KnowledgePanel, a probability-
based internet panel maintained by Ipsos that includes households with and without internet access. To assess 
experiences of adults in immigrant families, we oversampled noncitizens and constructed survey weights to produce 
nationally representative estimates for adults who were born outside the US or lived with a relative who was born 
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outside the US. For this analysis, we examined the experiences of the 2,234 adults in immigrant families and the 
8,748 adults who were not in immigrant families. 

Both Immigrant and Nonimmigrant Families Were Worried About ICE Approaching Them 

Among adults who reported enforcement activities taking place in their communities in 2025, large shares reported 

being worried “a lot” or “some” about being approached by ICE or other immigration authorities. Nearly half of all 

adults who reported local ICE activity (46 percent) were worried they or a family member would be approached by 

ICE or other immigration authorities. Among nonimmigrant families, this was over one-third (36 percent), with 14 

percent who worried a lot. In immigrant families, nearly three-quarters (71 percent) worried about being 

approached, with 40 percent who worried a lot (figure 2).  

FIGURE 2 

Nearly Half of Adults Who Reported Local Immigration Enforcement Activity in 2025 Worried 
About Being Approached by ICE  
Regardless of your own immigration or citizenship status, how much, if at all, do you worry that you or a family member will 

be approached by ICE or other immigration authorities?  
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Source: Well-Being and Basic Needs Survey, December 2025.  

Notes: ICE = Immigration and Customs Enforcement. The sample for this figure is adults ages 18 and older. The measure of local ICE activity is 

self-reported and reflects respondents’ awareness of any type of local immigration enforcement activities. Estimates are not shown  for the 25 

percent of adults who responded “don’t know” to the question about awareness of local enforcement activities. Estimates may not sum to totals 

due to rounding. 

*/**/*** Estimate differs significantly from adults in nonimmigrant families at the 0.10/0.05/0.01 level, using two-tailed tests.  
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Even adults who were not aware of any local ICE activity in 2025 were worried about being approached by ICE. 

Although worries were lower for adults who reported no local ICE activity, 12 percent of such adults were worried 

about being approached by immigration authorities. Worries about being approached by ICE among those who 

reported no local ICE activity were about three times higher in immigrant families (27 percent) than in nonimmigrant 

families (9 percent).10  

BOX 2 

FAMILY CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION STATUS  

Survey respondents reported immigration and citizenship status for themselves, spouses/partners, children under 
19, and other relatives living with them. We classify survey respondents into the following household categories: 

◼ All-citizen immigrant families. Households in which all family members are naturalized or US-born citizens  

◼ Green card and citizen families. Households in which at least one family member is a permanent resident (i.e., a green 

card holder) and all other members are either naturalized or US-born citizens or permanent residents  

◼ Mixed-status families.a Households in which one or more family members are undocumented and all other family 

members either are naturalized or US-born citizens, are permanent residents, or have another lawful immigration 

status 

a Our definition of adults in mixed-status families excludes (1) adults living in households in which all family members who are noncitizens without 

a green card are living in the US with other lawful temporary immigration status and (2) adults in households in which everyo ne is undocumented. 

We include these two groups when providing estimates for all adults in immigrant families. We do not disaggregate data for these two groups 

because of small sample sizes. 

People of Color Were Most Likely to be Worried About Being Approached by ICE  

Adults of all races and ethnicities reported worry about being approached by ICE or other immigration authorities, 

but worry was highest among people of color in both immigrant and nonimmigrant families. Among all adults, 

regardless of whether they reported local ICE activity, nearly half of Hispanic adults (48 percent) expressed worry 

that they or a family member would be approached by ICE or other immigration authorities, with 25 percent worried 

a lot; almost 1 in 5 non-Hispanic Black adults (18 percent) expressed worry; and nearly one-third of non-Hispanic 

adults of additional races (31 percent) expressed worry—the majority of this group were Asian and about 10 percent 

were American Indian/Alaska Native.11 A smaller share of non-Hispanic white adults (12 percent) reported this 

worry (figure 3).
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FIGURE 3 

Nearly Half of All Hispanic Adults Worried About Being Approached by ICE in 2025, with 
Elevated Concern Among Other People of Color 

Regardless of your own immigration or citizenship status, how much, if at all, do you worry that you or a family member will 

be approached by ICE or other immigration authorities?  
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Source: Well-Being and Basic Needs Survey, December 2025.  

Notes: ICE = Immigration and Customs Enforcement. The sample for this figure is adults ages 18 and older. Adults who are Black, white, or 

additional races are not Hispanic. Additional races include people who are Asian, American Indian or Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian or other 

Pacific Islander, some other race, or more than one race, including white or Black and another race. Estimates may not sum to totals due to 

rounding. 

*/**/*** Estimate differs significantly from Hispanic adults at the 0.10/0.05/0.01 level, using two-tailed tests. All families includes adults in 

immigrant and nonimmigrant families.  

Concerns about being approached by ICE were not limited to immigrant families.12 Among adults in 

nonimmigrant families, over 1 in 3 Hispanic adults (37 percent), nearly 1 in 6 non-Hispanic Black adults (15 percent), 

1 in 3 non-Hispanic adults of additional races (33 percent), and 11 percent of non-Hispanic white adults were 

worried that they or a family member would be approached by ICE.  

Adults in all geographic regions of the US expressed concern about being approached by ICE, with at least 17 

percent of all adults worried in each region (data not shown).13  

Immigrant Families with and Without Undocumented Members Worried About Being 
Approached by ICE 

Worries about being approached by ICE varied across different types of immigrant families. Adults in mixed-status 

families (families that include both undocumented immigrants and lawfully present immigrants and/or US citizens) 

were most likely to worry that they or a family member would be approached by ICE, with about two-thirds (63 
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percent) worried and 42 percent worried a lot (figure 4). However, immigrant families that included no 

undocumented members also worried about being approached by immigration authorities: 3 in 10 adults in 

immigrant families made up entirely of citizens worried (30 percent), with 11 percent worried a lot; and about half of 

adults in families with a mix of green card holders and citizens (49 percent), with 23 percent worried a lot.  

FIGURE 4 

Three in 10 Adults in Immigrant Families Made up Entirely of Citizens Worried About Being 
Approached by ICE in 2025 
Regardless of your own immigration or citizenship status, how much, if at all, do you worry that you or a family member will 

be approached by ICE or other immigration authorities?  
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Source: Well-Being and Basic Needs Survey, December 2025.  

Notes: ICE = Immigration and Customs Enforcement. The sample for this figure is adults ages 18 and older. Mixed-status families are families that 
include undocumented as well as lawfully present immigrants and/or US citizens.  

*/**/*** Estimate differs significantly from adults in all-citizen families at the 0.10/0.05/0.01 level, using two-tailed tests. 

Immigrant and Nonimmigrant Families Personally Know People Who Were Taken Into ICE 
Custody 

Among all adults who reported enforcement activities taking place in their area in 2025, about 1 in 6 (16 percent) 

reported that they personally know someone who was taken into custody, detained, or deported by ICE or other 

immigration authorities in 2025 (figure 5). This was reported by over 1 in 10 adults in nonimmigrant families (11 

percent) and nearly 3 in 10 adults in immigrant families (28 percent).
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FIGURE 5 

About 1 in 6 Adults Who Reported Local Immigration Enforcement Activity Personally Know 
People Who Were Taken into ICE Custody in 2025 
Do you personally know someone who was taken into custody, detained, or deported by ICE or other immigration authorities 

in the past 12 months?  
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Source: Well-Being and Basic Needs Survey, December 2025.  

Notes: ICE = Immigration and Customs Enforcement. The sample for this figure is adults ages 18 and older. The measure of local ICE activity is 

self-reported and reflects respondents’ awareness of any type of local immigration enforcement activities.  

*/**/*** Estimate differs significantly from adults in nonimmigrant families at the 0.10/0.05/0.01 level, using two-tailed tests.  

Not unexpectedly, it was much less common for adults who reported no local ICE activity to report they 

personally know someone who had been taken into ICE custody, though this was true for 7 percent of such adults in 

immigrant families, likely in reference to family, friends, or acquaintances living elsewhere in the country. 

Worries About Deportations Increased Between 2024 and 2025 for Immigrant Families with 
No Undocumented Members 

Regardless of local ICE activity awareness, in December 2025, nearly 4 in 10 nonelderly adults (i.e., ages 18 to 64) in 

immigrant families14 (39 percent) worried that they, a family member, or a close friend could be deported (figure 6). 

This rose from 1 in 3 (33 percent) in December 2024, after the election but before the current administration took 

office (Bernstein et al. 2025).  

Worry about potential deportations was most common in mixed-status families, with nearly 6 in 10 adults (58 

percent) reporting this concern in 2025; this share did not change significantly from the previous year (55 percent).
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FIGURE 6 

Over 1 in 4 Adults in Immigrant Families Made Up Entirely of Citizens Worried About 
Deportations 
Regardless of your own immigration or citizenship status, how much, if at all, do you worry that you, a family member, or 

close friend could be deported?  
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Source: Well-Being and Basic Needs Survey, December 2025.  

Notes: The sample for this figure is adults ages 18 to 64. Data for mixed-status families are not available for 2019. Mixed-status families are 

families that include undocumented as well as lawfully present immigrants and/or US citizens.  

*/**/*** Dec. 2025 estimate differs significantly from Dec. 2024 at the 0.10/0.05/0.01 level, using two-tailed tests.  

^ Dec. 2025 estimate differs significantly from Dec. 2019 at the 0.10 level, using two-tailed tests. 

The growth in concern from 2024 to 2025 came primarily from immigrant families with no undocumented 

members. Over 1 in 4 adults in all-citizen families (27 percent) were worried that they, a family member, or a close 

friend could be deported, rising significantly from 16 percent in 2024. Similarly, in immigrant families with a mix of 

citizens and green card holders, over 4 in 10 adults expressed concern about potential deportations in 2025 (42 

percent), increasing from 32 percent in 2024. 

The change for all-citizen immigrant families between 2019 and 2025 is particularly notable, with the share 

expressing worry about deportations rising significantly from 22 percent to 27 percent; the share expressing this 

worry did not rise for adults in immigrant families overall (38 percent) or for adults in green card and citizen families 

(41 percent).  

Conclusion 

These findings demonstrate the widespread impacts of increasingly aggressive immigration enforcement actions 

taken in 2025 and the salience of concern across the public. Impacts extended beyond undocumented immigrants 
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and their family members and affected both US-born and naturalized US citizens nationwide. Adults in both 

immigrant and nonimmigrant families reported that immigration enforcement activities had taken place in their 

communities, that they were worried about being approached by ICE or other immigration authorities, and that they 

personally knew people who had been taken into custody. People of color were the most likely to report worry about 

being approached by ICE, even in nonimmigrant families. Although mixed-status families were most likely to report 

deportation fears, immigrant families made up entirely of US citizens and/or green card holders also reported 

increased concern between 2024 and 2025 that they, a family member, or a close friend could be deported. Such 

fears were reported in every region of the country, highlighting that the impacts of enforcement policy are being felt 

across the country, not just in the specific cities that experienced high-profile campaigns. 

Although the experiences of immigrant families have been reported, the results found here for the 

nonimmigrant population are notable (Schumacher et al. 2025). Nonimmigrant community members may fear 

disruptions to their daily life, encountering law enforcement agents, civil liberties concerns, security and public 

safety risks, and secondary and economic impacts as colleagues, clients, child care and other service providers, 

children’s schoolmates, and other community members withdraw from public life or are detained, deported, or 

separated from family members (Herbst and Tekin 2025; NORC 2025; RAPID Survey Project 2026; Sedgwick et al. 

2026).15 Disproportionate worries among people of color may reflect concerns about racial profiling that have been 

the subject of debate and litigation, including a Supreme Court decision that permitted ICE to question people on 

suspicion of being undocumented based on factors such as race/ethnicity, language spoken, and workplace (Chishti, 

Bush-Joseph, and Putzel-Kavanaugh 2025).16 There have also been reports of increased ICE arrests of Native 

Americans,17 along with Hispanic, Asian, and other people of color (Ong and Ong 2025).18 Moreover, the concern 

among immigrant families with no undocumented members, i.e., families made up of US citizens and/or green card 

holders, aligns with reporting on detentions of US citizens and green card holders, as well as refugees and other 

immigrants with lawful status.19  

Because these data were collected in December 2025, before the widely publicized operation in Minneapolis 

that included fatal shootings of protestors and the arrest of a preschooler with his father,20 concerns about 

immigration enforcement may have risen since then. A partial government shutdown in early 2026 was driven by 

debate on funding for DHS and demands to reform enforcement practices. It will be important to assess near and 

longer-term social, psychological, and economic impacts of current immigration policies on families and all 

community members who live and work alongside immigrant neighbors to inform debate about immigration 

enforcement.21  
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