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Housekeeping

 The event is being recorded, and the recording will be posted 
online afterward.

 Speaker biographies and related materials are available online.

 All participants are muted, but you can type your questions or 
comments into the Q&A box at any time. We will have a Q&A 
segment at the end of the session.

 You can hide captions or adjust settings with the Live Transcript 
button. 
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Safety and Justice Challenge Overview
 Support to local communities ready to 

rethink use of jails
 Collaborative, data-driven examination 

of jail population drivers
 Investments in local change and 

innovation 
 Network cities, counties, and states 

rethinking local justice systems
 Safely reduce jail populations, eliminate 

ineffective and unfair practices, and 
reduce racial disparities

 Create of a peer network to share and 
spread strategies



Local Justice Innovation

 Diversion/deflection
 Automated court date reminders
 Jail population review teams
 Earlier access to counsel
 Expand access to pretrial release
 Non-custodial responses to probation violations



State and National Policy Change

 Illinois Pretrial Fairness Act (2021) and New Jersey Cash Bail 
Reform Law (2017)

 California Medicaid Waiver for pre-release services (CalAIM JI, 
2023)

 Oklahoma SQ 780 and 781 (2016)
 Reclassified some lower-level offenses to misdemeanors and 

reinvests resulting savings
 Louisiana lowers age for consideration as a juvenile (2024)
 ARPA investments



Jail Populations Have Declined Modestly
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Decrease in Jail Admissions Much Greater
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Serious Violence Jumped then Declined 
Significantly

Source: Real Time Crime Index, 
https://realtimecrimeindex.com/ 



Opioid Epidemic Abating



Unsheltered 
Homelessness 
Increased

Source: National Alliance to End 
Homelessness, State of Homeless: 2025 
Edition
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