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Housekeeping

▪ Event is being recorded and the recording will be posted online 
afterward.

▪ ASL and Closed Captioning have been provided. Hide captions or 
adjust settings with the Live Transcript button.

▪ Speaker biographies and slides are available online at Urban.org.

▪ All participants are muted.

▪ Type your questions and comments into the Q&A box at any time.

▪ Engage with us online using #LiveAtUrban. 

▪ Please complete the survey at the end of the event. 



3

Agenda

▪ Welcome and Research Overview
▪ Madeline Brown, Urban Institute

▪ Mingli Zhong, Urban Institute

▪ Fireside Chat
▪ Kilolo Kijakazi, Social Security Administration

▪ Myra Jones-Taylor, Urban Institute (moderator)

▪ Panel Discussion
▪ Shena Ashley, Capital One Foundation

▪ Janis Bowdler, US Department of the Treasury

▪ Alex Camardelle, Atlanta Wealth Building Initiative

▪ Signe-Mary McKernan, Urban Institute (moderator)



Nine Charts about Wealth Inequality in America

Mingli Zhong

Urban Institute
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Trends in Wealth Inequality
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1. Wealth is increasing but so is inequality.

36X

71X
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2. Wealth gaps by race and ethnicity are large.

$1 million

$320,000
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3. The wealth gap widens with age.

3X

4X
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Drivers of Wealth Inequality
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4. Differences in lifetime earnings widen wealth gaps.

$2.9m

$1.8m$1.7m

$1.3m
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5. Exclusionary homeownership policies have benefited 
white households at the expense of households of color, 
particularly Black households.

44%
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6. Because of differential access and earnings, Black and 
Hispanic families have less retirement savings than white 
families.

$50,000

$260,000
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7. Black and Hispanic families are less likely than white 
families to have emergency savings.

38%

57%

35%

72%
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8. Federal tax policies fail to help families with low 
incomes build wealth.
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9. White families are more likely to receive an inheritance 
than families of color.

5X
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Promising federal policies to narrow racial wealth gaps

▪ Establish universal early-life wealth-building accounts scaled to parents’ 
wealth.

▪ Develop universal sponsored retirement savings accounts.

▪ Reform safety net program asset tests.

▪ Limit the mortgage interest tax deduction, and use the revenues to 
provide a credit for first-time homebuyers.

▪ Institute national reparations policies.

https://www.urban.org/research/publication/principles-federal-early-life-wealth-building-policy
https://www.epi.org/publication/breathe-easy-how-guaranteed-retirement-accounts-could-change-your-life-a-primer-on-gras-and-how-they-work/
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/why-universal-asset-limit-public-assistance-programs-would-benefit-both-participants-and-government
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/options-reform-deduction-home-mortgage-interest-0
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/next-reconstruction
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