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Throughout 2023, there has been an unprecedented introduction of anti-LGBTQ+

legislation across the US, particularly against transgender and nonbinary people. The

housing and mortgage markets reflect similar trends, with many LGBTQ+ people facing

discrimination when trying to find a home.

But little empirical research exists on disparities in homeownership among the LGBTQ+

community because of a lack of reliable and sufficient data collection on sexual

orientation and gender identity in major housing and mortgage datasets. 

That has begun to change, as the Biden-Harris administration has taken steps to

advance LGBTQ+ data equity, one being the inclusion of questions on sexual orientation

and gender identity in the Census Bureau’s Household Pulse Survey, which collects

information on housing stability. These data enable us to explore homeownership gaps

among the LGBTQ+ community.

Our first analysis reveals a striking difference in homeownership rates between those

who identify as LGBTQ+ and those who identify as straight and cisgender (i.e., those

whose gender identity aligns with the sex they were assigned at birth). Overall, the

homeownership rate among people who identify as LGBTQ+ is 51 percent, compared

with 71 percent among people who identify as both straight and cisgender. 

Understanding these gaps is the first step to identifying barriers and ensuring LGBTQ+

people have equal access to homeownership. But this community is not a monolith; the

LGBTQ+ community has a range of experiences and identities, many of which are

intersectional. This means they will also have unique housing needs.

Here are three facts to begin the conversation on LGBTQ+ homeownership gaps to

guide future research and policy solutions to ensure everyone, regardless of their

sexual orientation or gender identity, has equal access to the American dream of

homeownership.

1. The LGBTQ+ community is younger than the average population

The LGBTQ+ population is much younger than the non-LGBTQ+ population; 51 percent

of people who identify as LGBTQ+ are younger than 35, compared with only 23 percent

of people who identify as straight and cisgender.

These age differences explain about half of the homeownership rate gaps between

LGBTQ+ and non-LGBTQ+ people because young people are less likely to be

homeowners than the older population. Marital status and parenthood, which vary by

sexual orientation and gender identity, account for some of the persisting gaps.

Age Gaps between the LGBTQ+ and Non-LGBTQ+ Populations Could
be Responsible for Some of the Homeownership Gap
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2. Homeownership gaps between LGBTQ+ and straight and cisgender
people are greatest among married couples and narrowest among
single people

Married couples, particularly those with dual incomes, are more likely than single

people to be homeowners. LGBTQ+ people who are married are 25 percentage points

more likely to own their home than those who are unmarried, though same-sex couples

were excluded from the financial and legal benefits of marriage until relatively recently.

As a result, only 40 percent of gay and lesbian people and 39 percent of transgender

people have ever been married, compared with 78 percent of straight people. Their

significantly lower marriage rates explain some of the difference in overall

homeownership rates for LGBTQ+ people.

Homeownership Gaps between LGBTQ+ and Non-LGBTQ+ People Are
Much Greater among Married Couples Than among Single People
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But homeownership gaps between LGBTQ+ and non-LGBTQ+ people are much greater

among married couples than among single people. Homeownership rates are similar

among those who have never been married, regardless of gender identity or sexual

orientation. This remains true after controlling for differences in age, income, or

education.

3. Having a child increases the likelihood of owning a home for LGBTQ+
people more than for non-LGBTQ+ people

This is likely because LGBTQ+ parents are more likely than straight parents to adopt

their children, and parents looking to adopt or even pursue surrogacy must meet

requirements like financial capability, safe and stable housing, and, occasionally,

marriage.

These barriers make LGBTQ+ people much less likely than non-LGBTQ+ people to be

parents. Only 18 percent of gay or lesbian people and 35 percent of transgender people

have kids younger than 18, compared with 39 percent of people who identify as straight

and cisgender. (We include only households with a child younger than 18 because

having an older child who has moved out affects family finances, and thus

homeownership status, less.)

Interestingly, having a child makes straight households with a combined income less

than $75,000 less likely to be homeowners. Straight parents with an income $35,000 or

less are 13 percentage points less likely to be homeowners than straight people with

the same income without young children. The opposite is true for LGBTQ+ parents who

are more likely to be homeowners than LGBTQ+ people without young children at all

but the lowest income levels.

Having a Child Correlates with Increased Homeownership Rates
among LGBTQ+ People and Decreased among Non-LGBTQ+ People
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Notes: Units = percentage point difference in homeownership rates for parents of young children.

This could be because children and homeownership are both expensive. Parents with

low to moderate incomes are less likely than people without young children to own

their home, whereas LGBTQ+ parents may be required to afford homeownership to

adopt or pursue surrogacy.

What do these facts mean for the future?

As we advance LGBTQ+ data equity, policymakers and industry stakeholders will better

understand and can better address the homeownership barriers the LGBTQ+

community faces. The Housing Finance Policy Center will continue providing essential

data and research in this area. Based on our initial findings, we intend to explore the

following topics individually or collaboratively:

1. Regional differences in homeownership between the LGBTQ+ and non-LGBTQ+

community, particularly in markets with anti-LGBTQ+ legislation

2. Differences in housing cost burdens and housing instability rates between LGBTQ+

and non-LGBTQ+ people

3. Racial and ethnic disparities in homeownership rates among the LGBTQ+ community

4. Generational wealth gaps among LGBTQ+ people

5. Social, financial, or health barriers to homeownership for LGBTQ+ seniors who

survived the HIV-AIDS epidemic

6. Gaps in quantitative and qualitative data on issues affecting LGBTQ+ people 

We hope illuminating the state of LGBTQ+ homeownership today and addressing key

research gaps inspires engagement in policy and regulatory solutions that generate

greater inclusion for LGBTQ+ people.

RESEARCH AREAS

Housing finance

TAGS

Fair housing and housing discrimination  Homeownership  Inequality and mobility  LGBTQ+ equity  LGBTQ+ people and housing and transportation equity

LGBTQ+ rights and antidiscrimination

POLICY CENTERS

Housing Finance Policy Center

RELATED CONTENT

URBAN WIRE

How Can We Reduce Housing Instability

among LGBTQ Americans?

June 18, 2019

RESEARCH REPORT

A Paired-Testing Pilot Study of Housing

Discrimination against Same-Sex Couples

and Transgender Individuals

June 30, 2017

URBAN WIRE

Discrimination is limiting LGBTQ people’s

access to rental housing

August 3, 2017

ABOUT HOW WE WORK RESEARCHER PRINCIPLES CAREERS SUPPORT US NEWSLETTERS SEARCH

POLICY CENTERS

Center on Education Data and Policy Center on Labor, Human Services, and Population Center on Nonprofits and Philanthropy

Health Policy Center Housing Finance Policy Center Income and Benefits Policy Center

Justice Policy Center Metropolitan Housing and Communities Policy Center Office of Race and Equity Research

Research to Action Lab Statistical Methods Group Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center

View all

Privacy Terms of Service Copyright © Urban Institute

Invest in research that helps build a just, equitable society.  DONATE

TOPICS STORIES, DATA TOOLS, BLOGS EVENTS

MENU

https://www.urban.org/author/katie-visalli
https://www.urban.org/author/aniket-mehrotra
https://www.urban.org/author/todd-hill
https://www.urban.org/author/matthew-pruitt
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire
https://www.urban.org/#facebook
https://www.urban.org/#twitter
https://www.urban.org/#linkedin
https://www.urban.org/#email
https://www.aclu.org/legislative-attacks-on-lgbtq-rights?state=&impact=
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/paired-testing-pilot-study-housing-discrimination-against-same-sex-couples-and-transgender-individuals
https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/news-updates/2022/08/29/i-feel-for-you-but-how-improved-data-will-support-the-lgbtqi-community/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/news-updates/2023/01/24/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-releases-first-ever-federal-evidence-agenda-on-lgbtqi-equity/
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/rethinking-homeownership-american-dream
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/real-homeownership-gap-between-todays-young-adults-and-past-generations-much-larger-you
https://www.hrc.org/our-work/stories/the-journey-to-marriage-equality-in-the-united-states
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2020/09/fifteen-percent-of-same-sex-couples-have-children-in-their-household.html
https://adoptionnetwork.com/adoptive-parents/how-to-adopt/considering-adoption/requirements-to-adopt-a-child/
https://www.urban.org/research-area/housing-finance
https://www.urban.org/tags/fair-housing-and-housing-discrimination
https://www.urban.org/tags/homeownership
https://www.urban.org/tags/inequality-and-mobility
https://www.urban.org/tags/lgbtq-equity
https://www.urban.org/tags/lgbtq-people-and-housing-and-transportation-equity
https://www.urban.org/tags/lgbtq-rights-and-antidiscrimination
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/housing-finance-policy-center
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/how-can-we-reduce-housing-instability-among-lgbtq-americans
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/paired-testing-pilot-study-housing-discrimination-against-same-sex-couples-and-transgender-individuals
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/discrimination-limiting-lgbtq-peoples-access-rental-housing
https://www.urban.org/
https://www.urban.org/about
https://www.urban.org/about/how-we-work
https://www.urban.org/about/researcher-principles
https://www.urban.org/about/careers
https://www.urban.org/donate
https://www.urban.org/newsletters
https://www.urban.org/search
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/center-education-data-and-policy
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/center-labor-human-services-and-population
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/center-nonprofits-and-philanthropy
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/health-policy-center
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/housing-finance-policy-center
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/income-and-benefits-policy-center
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/justice-policy-center
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/metropolitan-housing-and-communities-policy-center
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/office-race-and-equity-research
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/research-action-lab
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/statistical-methods-group
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/urban-brookings-tax-policy-center
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers
https://www.urban.org/privacy-policy
https://www.urban.org/terms-service
https://twitter.com/urbaninstitute
https://www.facebook.com/urbaninstitute
https://www.linkedin.com/company/urban-institute
https://www.youtube.com/c/theurbaninstitute/
https://www.instagram.com/urbaninstitute/
https://www.reddit.com/user/urbaninstitute/
https://github.com/UrbanInstitute
https://www.urban.org/about/support-urban-institute/donate-now-support-research-and-data-ignite-change
https://www.urban.org/
https://www.urban.org/topics
https://www.urban.org/feature-stories-data-blogs
https://www.urban.org/events
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/three-trends-lgbtq-homeownership-gaps-underscore-research-and-policy-needs#
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/three-trends-lgbtq-homeownership-gaps-underscore-research-and-policy-needs#

