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Housekeeping
 The webinar is being recorded; the recording and slides will be posted online.

 We have enabled closed captioning. Hide captions or adjust settings with the 

Live Transcript button at the bottom of your screen.

 We encourage your questions or comments in the chat box at any time:

 Feel free to say hello, with name and place in the chat now.

 We’ll take questions after each of our two presentations. 

 You are muted now; raise hand during closing discussion to be unmuted. 
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Child Care Research and Evaluation 
Capacity Building Center
Supported through the Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation (OPRE) in the 
Administration for Children and Families (ACF) and managed through a contract with the 
Urban Institute, in partnership with Mathematica

Alysia Blandon, OPRE Project Officer

Teresa Derrick-Mills, Project Director

Goal: Support CCDF Lead Agencies in building research and evaluation capacity

Activities:

 Building Child Care Research Capacity through web events and written materials
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https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/center-labor-human-services-and-population/projects/building-child-care-research-capacity


Speakers
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Teresa Derrick-Mills, 
director and principal 
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Child Care Research and 

Evaluation Capacity Building 
Center

Karen Ruprecht, 
project director, 

Research Connections

Child Care Research and Evaluation Capacity Building Center

Meg Bredeson, 
research communications 

specialist II, 
Child Trends



Finding child care and early education research to answer 
Child Care and Development Fund policy questions:

1. how to use research connections

2. learn about short reads

As you listen, 

 think about how your team could use these resources, and

 post questions and reflections in chat.

Our Focus Today

5Child Care Research and Evaluation Capacity Building Center



Using Research Connections to Help You Find Answers to Policy 
Questions
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Child Care & Early 
Education 
Research 
Connections

Research 
Connections is an 
online library 
database containing 
more than 39,000 
child care and early 
education 
publications.

Most items are free to 
download.



88How Can CCDF Leaders Use Research 
Connections?

Find research on a wide 
range of child care and 
early education topics, 
including CCDF topics.

Learn what other states are 
doing.

Ask a librarian to help you 
find the information you 
need.



99What Resources Are Available on the 
Research Connections Website?
 The library contains peer reviewed research, survey instruments, and 

publicly available reports and briefs published by government agencies, 
and for-profit and nonprofit organizations. 

 Resources cover information on:
̶ Child care and early education (CCEE) experiences of children from birth through 

age 8 and school-age child care
̶ CCEE settings
̶ Child care workforce
̶ National, state, and local child care and early education policies



1010How Is This Information Helpful to 
CCDF Lead Agencies?
 The Research Connections library is unique because its contents are 

specifically curated for CCEE. The topics are relevant to CCDF and easy 
to search.

 There are different filters you can use to find the information you need 
quickly.

 The website also has information that highlights research from other 
states.



1111How Can We Find Research from 
Other States?
 Find out what other states are doing in the Resources with Data from All 

States located on the navigation bar in the Research Library tab.

https://www.researchconnections.org/research-library/resources-with-data-from-all-states


1212



1313

Search Results 
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Finding State Information

 Go to the “Search our Research 
Library” on the home page.

 Click on the magnifying glass.

 Using the filters, click on “yes” for 
full text availability and “yes” for 
state-by-state information.
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Finding Information on a Specific State
 You can also click on 

“Location” to find 
information from a specific 
state.



1616What Is the Information We See on 
Each Resource Record?



17Search Results for Access to Child Care & Early 
Education
 This search 

produced 615 
results.

 Notice the different 
resource types that 
are displayed.

 You can filter these 
results further by 
typing another term 
in the search bar.
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Interactive Tools Resource Type

 This filter shows resources that 
have an interactive feature, such 
as a map or dashboard.

 We are adding to this resource 
type daily, so check back for more 
resources!



19Search Results for Access to Child Care & Early 
Education
 Notice the different 

resource types that 
are displayed.

 You can check a 
certain resource 
type to further refine 
your search.
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Bibliographies
 Research Connections 

publishes research resources 
on topics of interest to the 
field.

 These resources include a 
sample of research in the 
database and are organized 
by topic to help users find 
information quicker.
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How Do We Find the Bibliographies?



2222Finding Resources on Access Using 
the Browse Our Topic Feature



2323Access to Child Care Using Explore 
Our Topics
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Need help? 
Ask a librarian!

Research Connections librarians 
can help you find what you need. 
Connect with us at:

RCLibrary@icf.com

mailto:RCLibrary@icf.com


2525What Other Tools Might Be Helpful to 
CCDF Lead Agencies?
 Use the Browse Our Topics to find other information related to CCDF.

 Check out the user guide for CCDF Lead Agencies: “Answering Policy 
Questions with Research Connections.”

 Use the Short Reads feature!

https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/150006
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Stay 
connected to 
Research 
Connections!

• Sign up for the monthly newsletter
• Follow us on social media

• Facebook - @CCEEResearchConnections
• LinkedIn
• Twitter: @ECE_Research

https://www.researchconnections.org/connect-with-us/join-our-email-list
https://www.facebook.com/CCEEResearchConnections/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ccee-research-connections/
https://twitter.com/ECE_RESEARCH


Acknowledgment

This project is supported by the Administration for Children and 
Families (ACF) of the United States (US) Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award (Grant 
#: 90YE250) totaling $3,953,308 with 100 percent funded by ACF/HHS. 
The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily 
represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by ACF/HHS, or the 
US Government. For more information, please visit the ACF 
website, Administrative and National Policy Requirements.

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/administrative-and-national-policy-requirements#chapter-8


Questions and Reflections
We welcome your questions, reflections, or comments.

Drop them in the chat or raise hand to be unmuted. 

We would love to hear from all, especially CCDF Lead Agency staff!
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Short 
Reads

Meg Bredeson | Child Trends 



The Challenge: 
It can be time consuming and 
difficult to understand 
research. And it can be hard 
to apply to real life. 
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The Opportunity: 
Short, easy-to-use research  
products can help state leaders 
make research-informed decisions 
that support children and families.
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• Short research summaries

• Cover relevant and timely topics
• Present information in various 

formats

• Have actionable considerations

• Vetted by experts
• Apply an equity lens

What Are 
Short 

Reads?
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What CCEE Topics Are Covered?

Available now:

• defining and measuring families’ access to CCEE

• families’ search for CCEE

• barriers and solutions for interstate background checks
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What CCEE Topics Are Covered?

Coming soon: 
• trauma-informed approaches for CCEE systems
• analyzing access to CCEE
• family voices on CCEE access (video)
• professional development for the infant/toddler care 

workforce
• summaries from the 2019 National Survey of Early 

Care and Education (slide decks)
• … and more!



Chat Question:

What topics or questions 
would you like addressed in 
a Short Read?
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Where Can I Find Short Reads?



Short Reads 
Example: 
Research 
Highlight

37



Short Reads 
Example: 

Infographic
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Poll Question: 

In what format do you like 
to learn about research?
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More Short 
Reads coming 
soon! 
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The views expressed in this presentation do not necessarily represent the views or policies of the Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation, the Administration for Children and Families 
or the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
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Questions and Reflections
We welcome your questions, reflections, or comments.

Drop them in the chat or raise hand to be unmuted. 

We would love to hear from all, especially CCDF Lead Agency staff!
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Resources
Check out the Research Connections website and the Short Reads page.

Check out the OPRE website for slides, audio recordings, and transcripts of 
webinars (posted a few months after each webinar). 

Check out the Building Child Care Research Capacity web page for slides from past 
webinars and other resources. 

If you have questions, feel free to email Teresa Derrick-Mills at TDerrick-
Mills@urban.org
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https://www.researchconnections.org/
https://www.researchconnections.org/research-library/short-reads
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/center-labor-human-services-and-population/projects/building-child-care-research-capacity
mailto:TDerrick-Mills@urban.org


Resources Shared in Chat During Webinar
 Building Child Care Research Capacity web page

 Research Connections website

 Resources with Data from All States on Research Connections

 Interactive Tools Resource Type on Research Connections

 Early Care and Education Research Resources on Research Connections

 Connect with Research Connections librarians at RCLibrary@icf.com

 Answering Policy Questions with Research Connections resource

 Research Connections newsletter

 Research Connections Facebook page

 Research Connections Twitter page

 Administrative and National Policy Requirements (from Research Connections 
acknowledgments slide)
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https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/center-labor-human-services-and-population/projects/building-child-care-research-capacity
https://www.researchconnections.org/
https://www.researchconnections.org/research-library/resources-with-data-from-all-states
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/search/resources?search_api_fulltext=&sort_bef_combine=rscfld_resource_date_internal_datefld_DESC&items_per_page=15&f%5B0%5D=resource_type%3A5251
https://www.researchconnections.org/sites/default/files/139196Final.pdf
mailto:RCLibrary@icf.com
https://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/150006
https://www.researchconnections.org/connect-with-us/join-our-email-list
https://www.facebook.com/CCEEResearchConnections/
https://twitter.com/ECE_RESEARCH
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/administrative-and-national-policy-requirements#chapter-8


Resources Shared in Chat During Webinar (cont.)
 The Short Reads page on the Research Connections website

 OPRE website
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https://www.researchconnections.org/research-library/short-reads
https://www.researchconnections.org/
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/about
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