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Housekeeping

• Event is being recorded and the recording will be posted online afterward.

• We have enabled closed captioning for accessibility. You can adjust settings with the 

Show/Hide Captions button.

• Speaker biographies and slides are available online at Urban.org.

• All participants are muted.

• Type your questions and comments into the Q&A box at any time.

• Please complete the event survey and register to receive updates on upcoming opportunities 

(links to be shared later).
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The Urban Institute’s Upward Mobility Framework



Place matters

Hard work isn’t 
enough

Today’s RealityAmerican Dream

Work hard,
get ahead

You do well, your 
children do better

Children less likely to do 
better
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Inequities by race, 
gender, immigration status, & other 

marginalized groups persist



Local leaders can create and sustain conditions to 
increase upward mobility and racial equity with 

actionable metrics
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www.mobilitypartnership.org
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Three-Part Definition of Mobility from Poverty

Economic 
Success

Being Valued 
in Community

Power and
Autonomy

Mobility

When a person has adequate income 
and assets to support their and their 
family’s material well-being.

When a person has the ability to have 
control over their life, to make choices, 
and to influence larger policies and 
actions that affect their future.

When a person feels the 
respect, dignity, and sense of 
belonging that comes from 
contributing to and being 
appreciated by people in 
their community.
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Mobility Metrics Working Group
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University of North 
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University of 

Washington

Dr. David Harding
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Berkeley

Dr. Nathaniel Hendren

Harvard University

Dr. Rucker C. Johnson

University of California, 

Berkeley

Dr. Hazel Rose Markus

Stanford University

Dr. Manuel Pastor

University of Southern 

California

Dr. Luke Shaefer

University of Michigan

Dr. Michael R. Strain

American Enterprise Institute

Dr. Jessica Trounstine

University of California,

Merced

Margery Austin Turner

Urban Institute



Upward Mobility Framework Development Process

Developing the Initial 
Set of Mobility Metrics 
(2019 to 2020)

• Working Group

• Stakeholder Vetting 
Labs

Beta Testing (2021 to 
mid 2022)

• County Cohort TA

• Original Survey Data 
Collection

• Other Feedback

Revising the Metrics 
(late 2022)

• Working Group
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The Upward 
Mobility 
Framework
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Breaking down the Upward Mobility Framework: The 3-part Definition
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Breaking down the Upward Mobility Framework: 5 Essential Pillars
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Breaking down the Upward Mobility Framework: Emphasis on Racial Equity
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Breaking Down the Upward Mobility Framework: The Predictors



Housing 
affordability

Housing 
stability

Economic 
inclusion

Racial diversity

Social capital

Transportation 
access

Access to 
preschool

Effective public 
education

School economic 
diversity

Preparation for 
college

Digital access

Employment 
opportunities

Jobs paying living 
wages

Opportunities for 
income

Financial security

Wealth-building 
opportunities

Access to health 
services

Neonatal health

Environmental 
quality

Safety from 
trauma

Political 
participation

Descriptive 
representation

Safety from crime

Just policing

Ratio of affordable and 

available housing units to 

households with low, very 

low, and extremely low-

income levels

Number and share of public-

school children who are ever 

homeless during the school 

year

Share of people experiencing 

poverty who live in high-

poverty neighborhoods

Index of people’s exposure to 

neighborhoods of different 

races and ethnicities

Number of membership 

associations per 10,000 people

Ratio of Facebook friends with 

higher socioeconomic status to 

Facebook friends with lower 

socioeconomic status

Transit trips index

Transportation cost index
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Using the Metrics



19

Data Tables search tool available at: 

https://upward-mobility.urban.org/data



Upward Mobility Cohort Sites

Alameda Boone

Ramsey

Summit

Riverside

Philadelphia 

Washington, DC

St. Lucie
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The Cohort’s 
Mobility Action Plans
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A Planning Guide for Local Action
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The Upward Mobility 
Planning Approach
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Upcoming Opportunities
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Technical Assistance Opportunity

Goal: Help localities build the capacity to surmount common obstacles in mobility action 

planning processes by using the Upward Mobility Framework, Mobility Metrics, and 

resources featured in the Planning Guide 

▪ Timeframe: 12-month light TA engagement from October 2023 – October 2024

▪ Who is this opportunity for? Local partnerships of government agencies and non-

government actors (non-profits, community-based organizations, collective impact 

groups, academic institutions, etc.) that are interested in improving their capacity to 

address mobility challenges in their communities

▪ TA will include: Workshops, peer learning, one-on-one calls

▪ Application: Solicitation forthcoming, due in September



Subscribe to stay in touch and be 
notified of future opportunities
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