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« Eventis beingrecorded and the recording will be shared after.
 Hide captions or adjust settings with the Show/Hide Captions button.
e Speaker biographies are available online at Urban.org.

e All participants are muted.

e Typeyour questions and comments into the Q&A box at any time.

o Please complete the survey at the end of the event.
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Background on Notaries Research Design

= Typically regulated by Secretaries of State = Address-level notary data for 16 states

= Notarial acts, fees, and licensing = Notary data for 4 additional states

rocedures vary by state .
P y LY = Census tract-level demographic and

= 43 states now allow remote online economic data (ACS)
notarization (RON)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
16 states represent approximately 43 percent of people in the United States
Mix of urban/rural, size, demographic makeup


ANALYSIS

The number of notaries per capita varies widely between
states
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Notaries per 1,000 people
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4 ® Source: Secretary of State data,;
o ® US Census Bureau 2021
population estimates.
Note: State notary counts are

current as of data receipt, between
FL KS TX ND ME AK VI CO CT MD wv MT MS OR LA NV DC CA OK MO February 2022 and May 2022.
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Presentation Notes
Notaries per capita is uncorrelated with state population
may be dependent on other factors such as the state’s policy environment, licensing requirements, demand for services, and the broader economy.



Notaries per 1,000 people

ANALYSIS

Within states the number of notaries per capitain a tract

varies significantly
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Source: Secretary of State data;
US Census Bureau 2021
population estimates.
Note: State notary counts are
\J - current as of data receipt, between
FL TX ND ME AK VT CT NV DC CA OK MO

Fewer tracts with given
number of notaries per
capita

More tracts with given
number of notaries per
capita

February 2022 and May 2022.



ANALYSIS

Notaries are less prevalent in economically disadvantaged
neighborhoods

>20% 5-20% <5% >8%  4-8% <4%

11.0 11.7 23.4 8.2 9.7 15.5

Sources: Secretary of State data; US Census Bureau 2015-2019 American
Community Survey.

Note: Measured by the average number of notaries per 1,000 population
for tracts with given characteristics.
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Presentation Notes
However, not consistent across states. Low variation in Florida, high counts everywhere. High in Oklahoma, California.



ANALYSIS

Gaps in access also emerge by whether a neighborhood is
urbanized and its racial/ethnic makeup

Geography Majority race/ethnicity

Urban Rural Black Hispanic White None

14.1 9.8 11.5 14.4 14.2 11.2

Sources: Secretary of State data; US Census Bureau 2015-2019 American
Community Survey.

Note: Measured by the average number of notaries per 1,000 population
for tracts with given characteristics.
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However, not consistent across states. Low variation in Florida, high counts everywhere. High in Oklahoma, California.



Despite evidence of gaps in access, more study is needed

= The number of notaries per capita varies substantially at both the state and
neighborhood levels.

= Notaries are more likely to be concentrated in urbanized areas and in areas with
less poverty and greater employment.

= Better data could uncover the supply and demand forces that shape notary
access. The effects of specific state-level policies and regulations have not been
guantified either.
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