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Across the US, Black, Indigenous, 

and Latinx people continue to 

experience high rates of housing 

insecurity, a reality fueled by a 

history of discriminatory practices 

and racist housing policies such  

as redlining.

To remedy these and other inequities, a growing 

number of advocates, organizers, policymakers, 

and researchers are calling for a structural overhaul 

of the country’s housing system. They aim to 

dismantle the factors that contribute to housing 

instability, so that everyone—regardless of their 

race, income, gender identity, disability, and/or 

sexuality—can live in a safe, affordable home.

What they seek is housing justice, a relatively  

new concept rooted in rectifying historical and 

systemic drivers of housing insecurity, achieving 

racial equity in housing, and creating upward 

mobility for all people.

The Urban Institute Housing Justice Hub 

endeavors to better understand this growing 

field by drawing on Urban’s deep expertise in 

housing research and policy, emerging work on 

racial equity analytics, and strategic advising on 

cross-sector housing solutions. As we learn more, 

our team is creating and sharing data tools and 

analyses to inspire research, policy solutions, and 

advocacy. Equipped with these evidence-informed 

insights, policymakers and community partners 

can strengthen how they design, implement, and 

monitor policies and programs to achieve housing 

justice for all. 

HOUSING JUSTICE HUB
Elevating data and research to inform the movement for housing justice

Urban Institute’s working  

definition of housing justice:

Increasing access  
to safe, affordable  
housing and promoting 
wealth building by 
confronting historical and 
ongoing harms and disparities 
caused by structural racism 

https://www.urban.org/HousingJustice


The nonprofit Urban Institute is a leading research organization dedicated to developing evidence-based insights that improve people’s lives and strengthen 

communities. For 50 years, Urban has been the trusted source for rigorous analysis of complex social and economic issues; strategic advice to policymakers, 

philanthropists, and practitioners; and new, promising ideas that expand opportunities for all. Our work inspires effective decisions that advance fairness and enhance 

the well-being of people and places.

A  F R A M E W O R K  
F O R  H O U S I N G  J U S T I C E

To help advance this evolving field, Urban’s Housing 

Justice Hub is developing an evidence-informed 

approach to thinking about and achieving housing 

justice. One component of this is our Housing  

Justice Library, a searchable database of research, 

commentary, tools, and other media that investigate 

and advance our understanding of housing justice. 

The following principles define the comprehensive 

framework for housing justice we continue to build 

out: 

 � Treat housing as a human right. 

 � Seek and prioritize solutions shaped by people  

with lived experience.

 � Create policies that repair harm caused by past 

racist policies, including those related to land  

use, housing, and justice.

 � Ensure housing creates economic opportunity,  

not economic hardship.

 � Make housing available to all people, especially 

those most affected by housing discrimination, 

including single mothers, formerly incarcerated 

people, and people with physical and  

unseen disabilities. 

 � Build opportunities for people to create  

wealth through housing.

 � Guarantee residents are empowered to  

choose where and how they live.

 � Foster, through stable housing, environments  

that allow people to feel a sense of belonging  

and to connect with opportunities to learn, earn, 

and be healthy.

Urban’s framework also engages a range  

of policy efforts, including those that aim to:

 � increase housing supply

 � end and prevent homelessness

 � protect households and communities

 � foster community power through advocacy  

and ownership

 � build individual wealth and opportunity 

E L E VA T E  T H E  H O U S I N G 
J U S T I C E  C O N V E R S A T I O N

We want to hear from you if you work in housing 

justice. If you have items to contribute to our Housing 

Justice Library or have suggestions for data tools and 

analyses to advance housing justice, please contact our 

team at housingjustice@urban.org.
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