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A look at the numbers before COVID-19



People of color are disproportionately renters
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And are more likely to have difficult paying rent
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Black renters experience high rates of evictions
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From ACLU report, Clearing the Record: How Eviction Sealing Laws Can Advance Housing Access for Women of Color, Copyright 2020 
American Civil Liberties Union. Originally posted by the ACLU at
https://www.aclu.org/news/racial-justice/clearing-the-record-how-eviction-sealing-laws-can-advance-housing-access-for-women-of-color/

https://www.aclu.org/news/racial-justice/clearing-the-record-how-eviction-sealing-laws-can-advance-housing-access-for-women-of-color/


How has the pandemic affected existing racial 
disparities in rental housing?



Historic High Rates of Unemployment 
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Latinx and Black 
workers are 

overrepresented 
in industries 
affected by 
COVID-19
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48 million people 
will live in families 
with a worker who 

experiences a 
COVID-19 related 
job loss in the last 
three quarters of 

2020.

Latinx and Black 
workers are 

experiencing 
greater job loss.
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Initial policy responses seemed to have helped mitigate some 
hardships for some. However, many families who lost jobs may 

not fall into poverty, but will still struggle to make rental 
payments. 

Even more families will find their resources strained if the 
supplemental UI ends on August 1st.



Black and Latinx 
people 

overrepresented 
in COVID-19 

deaths
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Black and 
Latinx renters 

were more 
likely to miss 
rent in May
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Larger share of 
Black and 

Latino families 
with no or little 
confidence they 

can pay their 
rent next 

month

* Data through June 23



The Experience Varies Widely by City
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In Boston…
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In Chicago...



So what can we do about it?

Leverage timely, disaggregated data to inform race-
conscious and anti-racist policy solutions.
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Erasing New Jersey’s Redlines
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Where are we now?

• Inequality in homeownership is a 
major source of wealth inequality 
by race and ethnicity

• Access and home values
• Racial wealth gap in New Jersey is 

significantly greater than in U.S. 
overall



Racial wealth gap in US & NJ

• d



Renters make up majority of residents 
in New Jersey’s urban centers

• Renters make up a majority of 
residents in New Jersey’s major 
cities

• Communities of color still facing 
impacts of Great Recession 
including loss of home ownership

• Wealth disparities by race/ethnicity 
lead to greater economic 
vulnerabilities during downturns



How did we get here?

• Slavery and unequal access to 
land ownership

• Racially restrictive covenants
• Inequality in the GI Bill
• Redlining
• The Great Recession & 

predatory lending



Where do we go from here?

• Create new fund to meaningfully invest in 
redlined communities

• New Jersey Affordable Housing Trust Fund
• Evaluation of existing housing programs using 

racial equity lens
• Proactive investigations of housing 

discrimination and predatory lending



State-Level Policy and Advocacy to Protect 
Renters During Pandemic

• Current moratorium on lock outs lifts 60 days after 
public health emergency ends

• Online lottery for rental assistance program
• Coalition work on ongoing eviction filings (15,000)

• Protecting due process
• CARES Act compliance

• A4226 – “People’s Bill” – Assemblywoman Timberlake



Questions
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