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The official unemployment rate is based on the
number of people without jobs who have been

. . . . Unemployment Rates, 1948—-2010
actively seeking work in the previous four weeks.

e In April 2010, the unemployment rate 10 /’\\

was 9.9 percent, or 15.3 million people.
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Population Survey).

e Of those unemployed, 45.9 percent had
been out of work for over 26 weeks, 10
officially putting them in the ranks of
the long-term unemployed.

¢ Unemployment lasting six months or
longer is higher than any year since
1946; this and other statistics suggest the

current recession differs fundamentally
from those of the 1980s and 1990s. In
2009, permanent job loss was the highest Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2010
ever in the 43 years since reasons for
unemployment have been tracked.
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