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Analytic Question:

How! do secial and psycholegical factors at each
level of the social ecology Influence risk and
resilience in the lives of these women?
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Phase 3: Re-interview 17 initiall participants to clarify, understand,
explore the hypotheses that emerged from the guantitative data
analysis. The particular emphasis of this phase was to uncover
processes, understandings, policies, etc. that might help better
understand the relationships posited by the guantitative model.



Ecological-Transactional Model of Development

Exo-system: Social Supports

Macro-system: Race, Poverty, ) .
y y Macrosystem and Community Violence

Gender Stereotypes
Exosystem

Microsystem

Ontogenic

Micro-system: Close
Relationships

AIE PRSI AT Ontogenic: Coping Skills, Mental

Health, and Academic Achievement



Flalelnie)s

WOH’J#‘(J SECINNLO) r'S

eSS UEIFWEN= Or‘lﬂ[} cionOrWerdiIstinet
ISIGNSE - MEKINGN TSR0

S IR\
e SalisicClen:

oI VigkinoH ro SLJr\/])/QLJ,
€ Kids need.” “I'm sunviving.”
J Winat\Werstp wﬁrl Lo get

The extent te whichi ene feels she'is able to provide for her children
seems to be the most important indicater ofi “making It.” “Just
knowing me and my: kids is alright, and I'm not in need of
anything.” “I'm doing better now: because I knew: that | have
something my: child will'have a home base around.”

Those who seem to be “making it” best indicate that a lack of
financial stress contributes to their positive self-assessment.
“Financially | feel safe. | have my job. | support myself and my
children.”

Making It does not involve comparison to other women.
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going to make me happy because IIm not here.” “I'm
not satisfied at all...Semetimes | fieel like ' I'let then [my.
children] down because: I haven't accomplished seme of
my goals.”

One’s level of satisfaction seems fundamentally
grounded in her ability to navigate expectations and
social comparisons. “Everybodys looking at us,
expecting us to be perfect...I've become |mage
conscious. I’'m constantly scrutinizing myself.”



"JO~arfr‘fJJFﬂ WASSHESGRIYASIORIICANEOIEUICIOR I lVIaieriiel
=UncUening 2Imong LIS 5amole, cIQQOIJrJFJrJU fof Z6%) o) rme
Varancernrtne OUECOME: rgJ SUENGUIIs;a Measure ol one
Ieelings’ oif a0equacy With I regar (ASTLONNERPERSOnE relcrzumnus l]
ienting. Consistent wWithFEnase 1 IJrJflJrJJJ ASSESSMENT Of
functienINg| IS Much! relat: ed 0 how well'ene feels she's providing for

her children. (The total score on the PSI was the outcome variable inl this analysis and ego-strength was
measured by the CAP ego-strength sub-scale.

Relative poverty, perceived safety of ene’s community, experiences
of one’s romantic friend, family, and best friend, and depression
were all significantly associated with life satisfaction in a multiple
regression model. Together, these variables accounted for 66.7%
of the variance among participants in this study. (Life satisfaction was measured

using a composite variable constructed utilizing principal components analysis.)
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Peer Relatienships-
m Romantic Relatienships
s Racism and Class Discrimination (internal and external)

= A return to independence: stigmatization as a rationale for self
rellance— a source of both risk and resilience
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= Limitations off a Middle-Class netion of success

= Satisfaction Matters
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