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John Calfee, a resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute, is an economist who studies the pharmaceutical industry, the Food and Drug Administration, the economics of tobacco, tort liability, and patents. He previously worked at the Federal Trade Commission's Bureau of Economics and has taught marketing and consumer behavior at the University of Maryland and Boston University. While Calfee’s current writings are mostly on pharmaceutical markets and FDA regulation, earlier work has ranged from patent law and tort liability to advertising and consumer information. He is the author of Prices, Markets, and the Pharmaceutical Revolution. 
Arthur Garson, Jr. is the executive vice president and provost of the University of Virginia and the Robert C. Taylor Professor of Health Science and Public Policy. He oversees the operations of the university’s 11 schools and academic planning. In 2002, Garson was named vice president and dean of the university’s medical school. A former chief of pediatric cardiology at the Baylor College of Medicine, he later served as the president of the American College of Cardiology. He chaired the National Advisory Council of the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality in 2003. Garson is the author of Health Care Half Truths: Too Many Myths, Not Enough Reality. 

John Holahan (moderator) is the director of the Urban Institute’s Health Policy Center. Much of his work over the last 30 years has focused on Medicaid, state health policy more broadly, and federalism and health. His analyses have examined the recent growth in Medicaid expenditures, state variations in Medicaid spending, changes in federal-state matching formulas, and Medicaid restructuring. Holahan has developed proposals for broad health system reform, most recently in Massachusetts, and has examined the reasons for the growth in the uninsured and the costs to federal and state governments of proposals to expand health coverage to the uninsured.
Matthew Myers is the president of the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids, which he helped found in 1996. A year later, he participated in the negotiations that led to an unprecedented agreement between the tobacco industry and the states. In 2000, President Clinton named him co-chair of a commission examining the economic problems of tobacco farmers and their communities. Earlier in his career, Myers was responsible for the tobacco-related activity in the Federal Trade Commission’s Division of Advertising Practices. In 1989, Dr. C. Everett Koop awarded him the Surgeon General’s Medallion for contributions to the nation’s public health. 
Judith Thorman is the senior vice president of government affairs for the American Beverage Association, which she joined in 1997. A veteran of the food industry, she created the state affairs department at the Grocery Manufacturers of America. Her extensive state government career has included serving in the Washington offices of Illinois Governor James Thompson and New Jersey Governor Tom Kean. During the Reagan administration she was a special assistant to the administrator of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food and Nutrition Service. She began her career as a staff member to Illinois Senator Charles Percy.
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