2 URBAN INSTITUTE

A New Safety Net for Working Families:
Getting the Skills and Support to Make It in Today’s Job Market

Tuesday, September 9, 2008

Rebecca Blank has been the Robert V. Kerr Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution since
July. Previously, she was dean of the University of Michigan’s Gerald R. Ford School of Public
Policy and codirector of the National Poverty Center. A member of the president’s Council of
Economic Advisers from 1997 to 1999, Blank’s research has focused on interactions among the
macroeconomy, government anti-poverty programs, and low-income families’ behavior and
well-being. Her 1997 book, It Takes a Nation: A New Agenda for Fighting Poverty, won the
Richard A. Lester Prize for the Outstanding Book in Labor Economics and Industrial Relations.

Michael Fletcher covers national economics for The Washington Post, where he has been a
reporter since 1995. He writes about broad economic trends and, most recently, has focused on
the plight of low-wage workers. Previously, he covered the White House, education, and race
relations, chronicling issues ranging from Iraq war policy to the educational achievement gap
and racial profiling. Prior to coming to The Post, Fletcher spent 13 years as a reporter at The
Baltimore Sun. He is coauthor of Supreme Discomfort: The Divided Soul of Clarence Thomas,
published by Doubleday in 2007.

Karin Martinson is a senior research associate in the Urban Institute’s Center on Labor, Human
Services, and Population. She specializes in issues related to low-income families, including
welfare reform, employment retention and advancement strategies, education and training, child
care assistance, child support enforcement, and services for hard-to-employ welfare recipients.
Her research has focused on ways to improve economic outcomes for low-wage workers, non-
custodial fathers, and welfare recipients. As a senior policy analyst at the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, she was involved in the development of the welfare reform law.

Margaret Simms (moderator) is a senior fellow at the Urban Institute and director of its Low-
Income Working Families Project. Prior to joining the Institute in 2007, she was vice president
for governance and economic analysis at the Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies,
where she began working in 1986. Simms was a senior research associate at the Urban Institute
from 1979 to 1986 and directed its Minorities and Social Policy Program from 1981 to 1986. She
taught at Atlanta University and the University of California at Santa Cruz and has written
extensively about employment and training, education, and income and poverty.

Don Winstead is deputy secretary of the Florida Department of Children and Families and has
more than 30 years experience with the department. From 1995 to 2001, he served as welfare
reform administrator and coordinated the agency’s implementation of the Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families program. He later served for more than three years as the deputy assistant
secretary for human services policy at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. In
this post, he was a key adviser on policy development, research, and evaluation related to welfare
reform, supports for low-income families, and services for families, children, and youth.



