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Ajay Chaudry (moderator) directs the Urban Institute’s Center on Labor, Human Services, and 
Population. The center examines public policies and initiatives affecting the U.S. labor force, 
children, and immigrants. Chaudry’s research focuses on low-income working families, the 
employment dynamics of low-wage working mothers, the development and well-being of 
children from immigrant families, and the early childhood care system. From 2004 to 2006, he 
was New York City’s deputy commissioner for child care and Head Start, overseeing programs 
serving 150,000 low-income children. He is the author of Putting Children First: How Low-
Wage Working Mothers Manage Child Care. 
 
James Kremer is a partner in the Minneapolis office of Dorsey & Whitney LLP and coauthor of 
“Severing a Lifeline: The Neglect of Citizen Children in America’s Immigration Enforcement 
Policy.” He has been a partner in the firm’s trial/regulatory practice group since 1998 and was an 
associate from 1990 to 1997. Kremer, who counsels clients on employment law issues and 
litigation avoidance strategies, specializes in complex civil litigation, including employment 
litigation, general commercial litigation, and class actions. His litigation experience includes 
cases in federal or state courts in 15 states.  
 
Doris Meissner, commissioner of the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service from 1993 to 
2000, is a senior fellow at the Migration Policy Institute, where she directs work on U.S. 
immigration policy. She also contributes to its work on immigration and national security, the 
politics of immigration, administering immigration systems and government agencies, and 
cooperation with other countries. Meissner joined the Justice Department in 1973 as a White 
House fellow and special assistant to the attorney general. In 1981, she became acting INS 
commissioner and then executive associate commissioner. While with the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace, she created its Immigration Policy Project, which became MPI in 2001.   
 
John Willshire Carrera is the lead attorney with the immigration unit of Greater Boston Legal 
Services and a comanaging attorney and clinical instructor at the Harvard Immigration and 
Refugee Clinic. In addition to representing individual asylum seekers, he cofounded the Refugee 
Law Center and the Women’s Refugee Project and directed a national project documenting 
public school compliance with a Supreme Court decision establishing the rights of 
undocumented students to a public education. Much of his recent work has been devoted to 
representing workers detained in a March 2006 immigration raid at the Michael Bianco Factory 
in New Bedford, Massachusetts. 


