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David Brunori (moderator) is a research professor of public policy and public administration at 
The George Washington University, contributing editor of State Tax Notes magazine and writer 
of The Politics of State Taxation column, and author of Local Tax Policy: A Federalist 
Perspective and State Tax Policy: A Political Perspective (both from the Urban Institute Press). 
Brunori is a former appellate trial attorney with the Tax Division of the U.S. Department of 
Justice.  
 
Chris Edwards is director of tax policy studies at the Cato Institute. Before joining Cato in 
2001, Edwards was senior economist on the congressional Joint Economic Committee, 
examining tax, Social Security, and entrepreneurship issues. From 1994 to 1998, Edwards was a 
consultant and manager with PriceWaterhouseCoopers, where he worked on fiscal issues being 
considered by Congress. He was an economist with the Tax Foundation from 1992 to 1994. 
 
Tracy Gordon is an assistant professor in the University of Maryland’s School of Public Policy, 
where she teaches courses in public finance, public management, and social policy. Previously, 
she was a research fellow at the Public Policy Institute of California. Gordon has authored 
reports and journal articles on state and local budgeting, local property taxes, the local initiative 
process, and so-called private governments, or homeowner associations that perform municipal 
functions. 

Nick Johnson is director of the State Fiscal Project at the Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities. He has done research on state earned income tax credits, the interaction of state and 
federal fiscal policy, tax and spending limits, trends in tax policy, and the role of state-level 
nonprofit organizations in improving fiscal policy. Johnson came to CBPP from the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry, where he worked on rural development, food 
stamps, child nutrition, and related budget issues.  

Kim Rueben is a senior research associate at the Urban Institute and the Urban-Brookings Tax 
Policy Center, where she heads the state policy effort. She is an expert on state and local public 
finance, state and local government budget decisions, and the economics of education, 
particularly education finance and teacher labor markets. Prior to joining the Urban Institute, 
Rueben was a research fellow at the Public Policy Institute of California and is now an adjunct 
fellow.  


