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Alan Gropman is the Distinguished Professor of National Security Policy at the Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces, a graduate war college for senior military and civilian officials. 
From 1996 to 2002, he was chairman of its Department of Grand Strategy and Mobilization. A 
retired Air Force colonel with 27 years of service, he earned numerous honors, including the 
Defense Superior Service Medal. Between 1983 and 1986, he served as deputy director of Air 
Force Plans for Planning Integration, directing long-range planning and basic doctrine. His books 
include Mobilizing U.S. Industry in World War II and The Air Force Integrates, 1945-1964. 
 
Lawrence J. Korb is a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress and a senior advisor to 
the Center for Defense Information. A former senior fellow and director of national security 
studies at the Council on Foreign Relations, Korb served as assistant secretary of defense 
(manpower, reserve affairs, installations, and logistics) from 1981 through 1985. In that position, 
he administered about 70 percent of the defense budget. A former Navy flight officer, his recent 
books include Reshaping America’s Military and A New National Security Strategy in an Age of 
Terrorists, Tyrants, and Weapons of Mass Destruction.  
 
Lori Montgomery (moderator) is a reporter for the Washington Post covering domestic 
economic policy. Her newspaper career began in Texas, where she covered state politics, the 
death penalty, and the criminal justice system. She has since covered politics in Michigan, 
Maryland, and Washington, D.C., where she was a correspondent for the Detroit Free Press.  
Montgomery also served as a foreign correspondent, focusing on Eastern Europe, the Balkans, 
and the 1999 Kosovo conflict. 
 
Allen Schick is a professor in the School of Public Policy at the University of Maryland. He was 
a senior specialist at the Congressional Research Service, a researcher at the Urban Institute and 
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editor of Public Budgeting and Finance and the recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship, Schick is 
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The Federal Budget: Politics, Policy, Process. 
 
Joseph J. Thorndike is the director of the Tax History Project at Tax Analysts and a scholar in 
residence at the University of Virginia. Coauthor of War and Taxes (Urban Institute Press, 2008) 
with UCLA law professors Steven Bank and Kirk Stark, he is currently writing a history of tax 
fairness and social justice in the 20th century. Thorndike is the editor, with Dennis J. Ventry Jr., 
of Tax Justice: The Ongoing Debate (Urban Institute Press, 2002). He is also a columnist for Tax 
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