
The Education Policy Center

Evaluating schools and students in the  
accountability era

n	 student achievement
n	 teacher quality
n	 accountability
n	 employment and education
n	 school finance

Center Director: Jane Hannaway

The Health Policy Center

Exploring health care costs, access,  
and reform

n	 lack of insurance
n	 health care reform 
n	 Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP
n	 private insurance
n	 disability and long-term care

Center Director: John Holahan

The Center on International  
Development and Governance

Supporting growth and democratization  
in developing countries

n	 governance
n	 civic engagement
n	 public finance and economic development
n	 housing and land markets
n	 public management

Center Director: Charles Cadwell

The Income and Benefits
Policy Center

Analyzing American families’ economic  
security from cradle to grave

n	 poverty
n	 retirement security
n	 disability and employment
n	 income supports
n	 economic mobility

Center Director: Sheila Zedlewski

The Justice Policy Center

Working with communities to stem  
violence and crime

n	 prisoner reentry
n	 courts and policing
n	 juvenile justice
n	 crime trends and statistics
n	 crime prevention and investigation 

Center Director: Nancy La Vigne

The Low-Income Working  
Families Project

Understanding the risks and supports  
for low-income working families

n	 repairing the social safety net
n	 public and private supports 

for families
n	 low-wage jobs
n	 improving life chances for children

Center Director: Margaret Simms

The Center on Nonprofits  
and Philanthropy

Charting the size, finances, and  
diversity of the nonprofit sector

n	 National Center for Charitable Statistics
n	 nonprofit boards
n	 accountability and transparency
n	 performance measurement

Center Director: Elizabeth Boris

The Urban-Brookings  
Tax Policy Center

Informing tax policy debates with clear  
analyses, explanations, and facts

n	 federal tax and budget policy
n	 income and wealth distribution
n	 state and local tax policy
n	 tax reform
n	 tax modeling

Center Director: DONALD MARRON

The Center on Labor, Human  
Services, and Population

Examining policies affecting workers, 
children, and immigrants

n	 immigrant families
n	 children’s services
n	 assets and ownership
n	 workforce development
n	 social safety net programs

Center Director: OLIVIA GOLDEN 

		   (ACTING)

The Center on Metropolitan  
Housing and Communities

Studying the vitality of urban  
neighborhoods and the role of place  
in public policy

n	 public housing, affordability 
n	 homelessness                   
n	 neighborhood and youth development
n	 economic development and public 

management
n	 racial disparities and opportunity

Center Director: ROLF PENDALL



The Urban Institute is one of “The Policymakers” —“These organizations 
enjoy a competitive advantage over their rivals when it comes to govern-
ment contracts and research. They have the know-how and PR skills  
that ministers, bean counters, and bureaucrats seek.”  
— Foreign Policy magazine, “The Think Tank Index,” 2009

When I first came to Washington, we had almost no reliable information 
about the costs of government programs, or about who would lose or gain 
from proposed policy changes. In the years since the Urban Institute was 
founded, such information has become standard, in no small measure  
because of the central role the Institute has played in developing  
microsimulation.  — Daniel P. Moynihan, 1998

The Urban Institute was founded to…bridge the gulf between the lonely 
scholar in search of truth and the decisionmaker in search of progress.   
				                 — President Lyndon B. Johnson, 1968
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Since 1968, decisionmakers and the public have turned to the 

Urban Institute’s social and economic policy research to     

n     analyze policy options,

n     evaluate public programs,

n     uncover emerging problems, and

n     foster effective government.

Founded to assess the Great Society programs, the Institute’s history and  

broad scope are unique. Multidimensional and nonpartisan, our work meshes  

quantitative with qualitative analysis in quick responses and in-depth studies.

We have impact—ranging from more rational tax policy to  

greater access to healthcare.

And we shape policy research itself.  

Our simulation models, novel cost-benefit  

analyses, and other innovations  

have expanded the nation’s  

research toolbox. 
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